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Welcome to
Living Word Church

P.O. Box 1944,
1705 Barracada Road,
Walterboro, SC 29488
Phone: 8435388815
Rev. Daniel M. Cooper, Senior Pastor
Website: LivingWordChurch.com

Welcome!

Last week we started reading through the New Testament 2 chapters a day beginn
with the Gospel of John (see page 10 for our reading plan). Many positive reports
already coming in. People are excited about reading the New Testament and gettin
together to discuss the richness of

For example, Andy Harrisonds Life

lighter in hand. When the guys in the group come across an interesting passage th
highlight it for later group discussion. When their group meets they cover each chap
hitting the highlights of group members. Everyone in the group has the opportunity t
ask questions or open discussion on passages of interest. What a great Bible study

We hope you too have joined us in reading the New Testament! If not, there is still ti
to get started today. | tbés not too

select a Life Group from pages12.in this booklet and get together with some great
people to share what you are reading and to learn from what they are reading. This
good opportunity for you to enjoy personal study and group discussion.

To help you with your Bible study, you will find background information on how we
our Bible on pages3. Pages-@ provide background on the Gospel of John. Pages
offer questions for discussion in Life Groups. On page 10 you will find our reading
plard 2:153 2 chapters a day, fifteen minutes a day. Finally, pagé2 [ist Life

Group times, locations and contact information.
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Pastor Daniel

Living the Abundant Life

John 10:10

3 Keys to Living the Abundant Life

1.

Jesus came that we might havedifabundant lifé a full, overflowing life.
Accepting Jesus Christ opens the door to the abundant life that He offers
(John 10:10).

2.

Our desire to put God above everything else opens the windows of heav:
allowing God to pour blessings into our lives (Matthew 6:33; Malachi 3:1

3.

Abundant life is eternal life. This abundant, eternal life begins when we a
Jesus Christ as our Savior. It continues as we desire God above all else
ing God to pour Himself and His blessings into our lives. It overflows as
grow in knowing the only true God, His Son Jesus Christ, and the Holy
(John 17:3; John 7:339). The more we know God, the more we appreciat
Him. The more we appreciate God, the more we allow expressions of ou
appreciation to flow up to God and out to others.

1. Our of Jesus Christ opens the door to the abundant life.

2. Our opens the windows of heaven for blessings to flow int
our lives.

Our overflows into the lives of others.
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How We Got the Bible
Ten Key Points

1 The Bible is inspired by God (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21).

2 The Bible is made up of 66 different books that were written over 1600 years

(from approximately 1500 Bc to AD 100) by more than 40 kings, prophets, leaders,
and followers of Jesus. The Old Testament has 39 books (written approximately
1500-400 8¢). The New Testament has 27 books (written approximately Ap 45-100).
The Hebrew Bible has the same text as the English Bible's Old Testament, but
divides and arranges it differently.

The Old Testament was written mainly in Hebrew, with some Aramaic. The
New Testament was written in Greek.

:i The books of the Bible were collected and arranged and recognized as inspired
sacred authority by councils of rabbis and councils of church leaders based on
careful guidelines.

Before the printing press was invented, the Bible was copied by hand. The
Bible was copied very accurately, in many cases by special scribes who
developed intricate methods of counting words and letters to insure that no errors

had been made.

6 The Bible was the first book ever printed on the printing press with moveable
type (Gutenberg Press, 1455, Latin Bible).

There is much evidence that the Bible we have today is remarkably true to the

original writings. Of the thousands of copies made by hand before 1500, more
than 5,300 Greek manuscripts from the New Testament alone still exist today. The
text of the Bible is better preserved than the writings of Plato or Aristotle.

8 The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls confirmed the astonishing reliability of
some of the copies of the Old Testament made over the years. Although some
spelling variations exist, no variation affects basic Bible doctrines.

9 As the Bible was carried to other countries, it was translated into the common
language of the people by scholars who wanted others to know God’s Word.
Today there are still 2,000 groups with no Bible in their own language.

10 By ap 200, the Bible was translated into seven languages; by 500, 13 languages;
by 900, 17 languages; by 1400, 28 languages; by 1800, 57 languages; by 1900, 537
languages; by 1980, 1,100 languages; by 2006, 2,426 languages have some portions of
the Scripture.
Source: The World Christian Encyclopedia; Wycliffe, International,
Source: How We Got the Bible; Rose Publishing 4



Old Testament Written
(approx. 1500-400 BC)

papyrus, were used to
make copies of
the Scriptures.

A papyrus codex is a bound volume
made from sheets folded and sewn
together, sometimes with a cover. They
were used more than scrolls after

AD 1-100.
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Wycliffe Bibles were inscribed by hand
on vellum in the 1300s-1400s. Some
copies took ten months to two years to
produce and cost a year’s wage.

The Bible was the first book to be
printed with Gutenberg's printing press
in 1455.

New Testament Written
(approx. AD 45-100)

The oldest
New Testament
fragment

(from John 18)
that we have
today was
copied in Greek
on a papyrus
codex around
AD 110-130.

Bible Copied on
Fine Animal Skins

Fine quality animal skins from calves
or antelope (vellum) and sheep or goats
(parchment) were used for over 1000 years
to make copies of the Bible approximately
AD 300-1400.

Two of the oldest vellum copies (ao
325-350) that exist today are the Vatican
Codex and the Sinaitic Codex.

The Bible,
God’s Word to the World

The Bible is now printed on paper in
many versions and languages. It is also
on recordings and the Internet.
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LIFE THE GOSPEL
GROUPS OF JOHN

The Gospel According to John

Authorship

The Apostle John is usually credited with the authorship of the fourth Gospel. Firs
all, the author had to have been an eyewitness of the ministry of Jesus (1:14; 19:
21:24). He would have also had a decent familiarity with Palestine before the des
tion of the temple in AD 70, and would have been familiar with the Jewish way of |
John the Apostle does fit the  description, but it is not exclusive to him. Early tradi
tions help to identify the author as John. Irenaeus, a disciple of John's disciple Pol
is of the earliest extant sources to associate John with the fourth Gospel. Like th
ot her Gospels, the title fAAccordin

John and his brother James, accompanied by their father Zebedee, were prepari
their nets in a boat when Jesus called them. Both James and John left the boat al
father to follow Jesus (Matt 4:22). Jesus often took Peter, James, and John aside
defining them as an inner circle of disciples (1:22320:210; 21:2, 7, 20). Not only

is John counted among this select group, but he also refers to himself as the disci
whom Jesus loved (13:23; 20:2; 21:7, 20). After the resurrection of Jesus, John ¢
ued to play an instrumental role in the early church. Paul referred to Peter, James
John as the pillars of the church in Jerusalem (Gal 2:9). John is found with Peter
to the temple when Peter healed the crippled man (Aeid B:As a result both men
went before the Sanhedrin (Acts-23). Peter and John later traveled up to Samaria
confirm the work that was going on there (Acts 243

Purpose

John specifically states his purpo
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have
his name. o0 Therefore the purpose o
in the faith. o John also uses 3:16
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